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“As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of man is to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third 
day.’ And they were greatly distressed” (Matthew 17:22-23).  
 
 
Today Jesus again predicts his passion and resurrection, the central mystery of his life, 
the reason for his coming into the world, the means by which he saved us. We were all 
lost sinners, headed for hell for all eternity for our sins to pay their just penalty. But in 
order to save us from this dreadful fate, God, who is all merciful, decided to take our 
sins upon himself and take our place in suffering for them. All he asks of us for us to be 
saved is to accept him with faith as our Savior and genuinely repent of our sins. 
 
 
Genuine repentance means abandoning our sins and changing our whole way of life. 
When we do this, the merits of Jesus’ death on the cross are applied personally to us, 
and God declares us righteous, just, and holy, with all our sins forgiven. We are thereby 
set free from our sins and from their punishment, because full reparation was made for 
them by Christ on the cross.  
 
 
In the divine office today Theodoret of Cyr says, “For since those who were enslaved to 
sin were liable to the penalties of sin, he himself, exempt from sin though he was and 
walking in the path of perfect righteousness, underwent the punishment of sinners.” We 
were liable to penalties for all our sins. But Christ “underwent the punishment of 
sinners.” Since he was punished in our place, we are free from punishment.  
 
 
He takes away all our punishment, for he is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world” (John 1:29). “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). 
To this Lamb those in heaven sing, “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its 
seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every 
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tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our 
God; and we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10 NKJV).  
 
 
Christ’s redemptive death has made us a kingdom and priests to reign on earth. This 
really is total liberation from our sins and from their punishment. We could hardly be 
said to be reigning on earth if we were still going to be punished by God for our sins, for 
God has taken all our punishment upon himself and has suffered it all for us that we 
might be truly free from our sins and from God’s punishment for them. He has fully 
acquitted us and set us free, that is, justified us. Full reparation has been made for us 
on the cross. We are now declared righteous and made a new creation, a “new man,” a 
new creature, to walk in the Spirit, in the newness of life (Romans 6:4).  
 
 
What a liberation! The load has been taken off our chest; the burden on our shoulder 
has been graciously lifted and removed. “For freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 
5:1). We are to live now as a new creature, a new creation in Christ. “Therefore, if any 
one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has 
come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  
 
 
We are no longer burdened by our past sins. We now no longer suffer from guilt and 
depression for them. We are no longer fearful of eternal punishment for them in the 
future. We no longer have to pay their penalty. That has been definitively paid for us, 
once and for all, on the cross. We are now free of all that, walking in the freedom of the 
sons of God. 
 
 
But to get to this state we must truly repent. Those living in a public state of adultery 
(divorced and civilly remarried Catholics) or cohabitation without marriage, which is 
fornication, cannot come to this state of cleanness and new life in Christ, because they 
have not repented of their sin. Repentance means changing their ways and abandoning 
their sin, and repentance is a requirement for justification and being made a new 
creature in Christ.  
 
 
Despite the bold assertions of some today, such people are not being led by God to 
commit adultery and fornication, they are not growing in grace and virtue by committing 
these mortal sins, they are not doing God’s will, and they cannot receive the Eucharist 
or sacramental absolution, because they are unrepentant and defiled.  
 
 
These are God-given commandments that no human being, not even a Pope, has the 
authority to change. It is a serious error of faith to think that a Pope has the authority 
and power to change God’s basic moral law that adultery and fornication are mortal sins 
and that no one living in publicly proclaimed mortal sin may receive the Eucharist, for St. 
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Paul said, “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord” (1 
Corinthians 11:27).  
 
 
Human beings cannot change divine law. No priest, bishop, cardinal, or even a Pope 
has such authority, despite the bold assertions to the contrary that we are unfortunately 
now hearing proclaimed in the Church today to the great confusion of many and to the 
weakening of marriage and the family. 
 
 
But God has provided us with a way beyond this sorry state of sin, alienation from God, 
from his life-giving sacraments, and from eternity in hell for those who die unrepentant 
in mortal sin, such as divorced and civilly remarried Catholics. What is falsely being 
proclaimed today as mercy for such people is really no mercy at all. It is a false and 
deceptive welcome, which really condemns such people ultimately to hell if they die 
unrepentant. This false mercy deprives them of justification and forgiveness. It deprives 
them of being declared righteous, just, and holy by God. It deprives them of the 
wonderful gift of being made a new creature, a new creation, a “new man” in Christ 
(Ephesians 4:22-24).  
 
 
Such false mercy and such a false welcome deprive people who are lost in sin of a 
genuinely clean conscience and true happiness in Christ, for when man steps in and 
tries to change God’s laws, havoc, not true inner peace, is the result. People are then 
misled, not helped. They are falsely told that they are doing God’s will and that God is 
calling them to sin.  
 
 
Rather they should be told the truth that adultery is always a sin, that no individual priest 
in the confessional can annul a marriage, and that their only solution is to separate, 
repent, and call upon the merits of Christ’s reparation-making death on the cross, so 
that God can freely forgive them and declare them righteous, just, and holy, freed from 
all sin and further punishment for their sin, for Christ has made full and complete 
reparation for it on the cross.  
 
 
Then and only then will they be at peace with God and with themselves. Then and only 
then may they receive sacramental absolution and the Eucharist. 


