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“Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). 
 
 
If we call upon Christ with faith, we will be justified and saved (Rom. 10:9-11).  
But this faith must be sincere and true, and the proof that it is genuine and 
authentic faith is that we do the will of God and live a good and virtuous life.  If 
we only call Christ “Lord, Lord” and do not live according to his will, ours is not 
true faith.  If has not matured.  Those who think that calling on Christ without 
living according to his will is sufficient for salvation, have not yet understood him.  
Their faith is immature.  It has not yet developed. 
 
 
Our faith should affect our personal way of living, our lifestyle, how we spend our 
time, the modesty with which we dress, the simplicity of our food, and how we 
separate ourselves from worldly entertainments, diversions, and pastimes that 
only waste our time, which could have been used for the Lord, and that divide our 
heart from a pure and undivided love reserved for the Lord alone.  Our faith has 
not matured if our personal life has not radically changed from the style of the 
world around us.  Those who still dress immodestly, following worldly styles, and 
who eat gluttonously rather than simply and austerely, seeking their delight only 
in the Lord and not in worldly banquets and doctored-up dishes have not yet 
matured in their faith.  Their faith has not yet sufficiently affected their personal 
life; and their lifestyle has not yet been sufficiently evangelized and transformed.  
Their faith has not yet entered deeply enough into their way of living, presenting 
themselves, and thinking.  If they continue participating in worldly entertainments, 
does this not mean that the custody of the eyes and of the heart is of little 
importance to them?  Is this not an indication that their faith has not yet matured?  
Will such an immature faith save you? 
 
 
Jesus warns us about this today.  “Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is 
in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).  To those of immature faith, he will say, “I never knew 
you; depart from me, you evildoers” (Matt. 7:23).  “Every one who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house upon the sand” (Matt. 7:26).  But “every one … who hears these words of 
mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock” 
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(Matt. 7:24).  In other words, we must do God’s will as well as call upon him, for 
only thus is our faith, which saves us, genuine.   
 
 
The will of God, which we should live in accordance with to have mature faith, is 
summed up in Jesus’ two great commandments.  To have mature faith, we have 
to love God with all our heart (Mark 12:30).  This means guarding our heart so 
that it remains undivided in its love for God and not divided by the unnecessary 
pleasures of the world.  Rather, we should live a life of self-denial, sacrifice, 
simplicity, austerity, and asceticism.  St. John of the Cross says, “By the very fact 
that a spiritual person rejoices in something and gives reign to the appetites in 
trifles, his relationship with God is darkened and his intellect clouded” (The 

Ascent of Mount Carmel 3.19.3).  Then we are to spend and pour out our life for 
the good of others, serving them in one way or another (Mark 12:31). 
 


