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IN LATE SUMMER AND AUTUMN, the liturgy increasingly focuses our attention on 

the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in glory.  At harvest time, our thoughts turn 

toward the great harvest of the earth at the end of the world and the parousia of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, when he shall return in great power and glory on the clouds of heaven.  

Then, when all nature begins to die, and the leaves turn brilliant shades of red and gold, 

we think of death and the eternal life of the elect which follows.  

Jesus tells us, “Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming” (Mt 24:42).  Truly, we know neither the day nor the hour of his coming, and so 

did Jesus wish it to be, so that we would always be expecting him and always be 

preparing ourselves, being ever vigilant.  It is the same with the hour of our death.  We do 

not know when it will occur, and so we must always be prepared for it. 

We are, therefore, to live a vigilant, not a negligent life, using our time well in prayer, 

vigils, fasting, spiritual study, spiritual reading and writing, and work in the service of 

others.  So does Christ wish us always to live, thinking that his parousia will occur in our 

own day.  We are to live in constant hope of his glorious coming, ever more preparing 

and sanctifying ourselves each day. 

St. Paul prays that God “may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our 

God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints” (1 Thess 3:13).  Jesus 

Christ justifies us through our faith, but we have to work for our sanctification.  The 

second coming of the Lord inspires and motivates us to sanctify ourselves.  It is our great 

desire that we be “blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints” (1 Thess 3:13).  We contemplate that glory now, and we 

begin to live in it already.  What a day of glory it will be, when Jesus Christ comes with 

all his saints.  On that day, there will be a great light.  We live for that day.  We meditate 

on it, and as we picture it for ourselves, we are filled with holy desires and joy, longing 

for its coming.  The more we long for it, the closer it seems to be.  It is dawning already 

for those who can see it.  It gives a new aspect to our life, a whole new sense to our 

world.  We begin to move in its enchantment, in its spell, and so are moved to live for 

God alone.  

St. Augustine spoke with his mother St. Monica, just before she died, about what the 

eternal life will be like which we will have with all the saints after this life, and he says 

that their hearts were filled with desire to enter into that glory.  He says, moreover, that as 

they conversed, “the world and its pleasures lost all their attraction for us” (Confessions 

9.10-11).  And so it also is with us when we focus on the joys of heaven and on the glory 
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which we will see on the earth at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints, 

for in that day there will be a great light.  Such contemplation enables us already to begin 

to experience that glory.  It makes us want to leave behind the pleasures of this world, 

which now seem profane and out of keeping with the beauty of the Lord’s coming which 

we contemplate and yearn for in the desire of our heart.  And so we increasingly want 

live for him alone in eager expectation and joyful preparation.  

The coming of the Lord fills us with desire for God, for we long for his coming and 

the coming of the new heavens and the new earth that his coming will bring about.  Since 

he is already beginning to come, this new earth is already beginning to appear.  We long 

for the transformation of our world into the kingdom of God.  Such meditation transports 

us, as it were, to live in another dimension, in which we do not want to hear the noise and 

cacophony of the world around us.  This vision of the coming of the Lord inspires us to 

transform the world around us into the rich and loving kingdom of God’s love and 

presence.  May God therefore “establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God 

and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints” (1 Thess 3:13).  This is 

something God does for us if we also engage ourselves fully in the work of sanctifying 

ourselves, avoiding all that could stain us, and devoting ourselves exclusively to him.  

The glory of his coming then begins to manifest itself to us even now and to transform us 

and our surroundings—all that we touch by our example and word.  

“Therefore, beloved, since you wait for these [the new heavens and the new earth], be 

zealous to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace” (2 Peter 3:14).  St. 

Peter tells us that waiting for these things with eager expectation should motivate us to be 

eager to be found by God “without spot or blemish, and at peace” (2 Peter 3:14).  It is our 

very waiting and expectation for the Lord’s coming which moves us to live a pure and 

holy life.  The opposite of this is out of harmony with the beauty that we see in the Lord’s 

coming.  It does not cohere with it.  It lacks inner coherence, and we want to be coherent.  

We want our lives to be coherent with the hope for which we live.  So our hope for the 

Lord’s second advent helps to sanctify us, and fills us with zeal for our own 

sanctification.  

As we wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ in glory and great light with all 

his saints, he himself will keep us guiltless until the day of his coming.  How important it 

then is consciously to await his coming.  It helps us remain guiltless, “blameless in 

holiness” (1 Thess 3:13).  St. Paul says that because of Christ, “you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; who will sustain you 

to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:7-8). 

Indeed it is both God who sanctifies us, and we who sanctify ourselves, and the 

Lord’s coming is a great motivation for our sanctification.  St. Paul says, “May the God 

of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 

sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess 5:23).  We 

ourselves are the first to know how far we still have to go to reach this goal, but knowing 

this motivates us to reduce the distance, and bring ourselves into ever greater coherence 

with our ideal, with being “kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Thess 5:23). 

As we wait, we imagine what the coming of the Lord will be like.  It will come about, 

St. Paul tells us, by the Lord himself descending from heaven with a cry of command, 

with the call of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And we will be wrapped up 
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into the air with them upon the clouds to meet the Lord, and then we will be always with 

him.  St. Paul says, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God … then we 

who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 

the Lord in the air; and we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thess 4:16-17). 

We now await the archangel’s call and the final trumpet of God.  We are purifying 

our hearts and minds for that moment.  This is how Jesus wants his followers to think and 

live.  That is why he told us these things, but kept from us the time of their occurrence, so 

that each generation would think that he was coming in their own time, and so would be 

prepared.  We are, therefore, a people of expectation, a people of hope.  This is how the 

Lord Jesus constituted us as his followers.  We are to live in eager expectation for the 

Lord’s coming.  And we shall indeed see it—whether it be in this life or the next.  But 

only those who are prepared will enjoy it.  He said, “then will appear the sign of the Son 

of Man in heaven … and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven 

with power and great glory; and he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 

they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other” (Mt 

24:30-31).    

Will we be terrified when he comes, and want to flee and hide ourselves from him?  

Let us pray now that that day not catch us in such a frame of mind.  Let us make every 

effort now to anticipate that glory, to live in it already, and to be worthy to greet him with 

joy when he comes with all his holy ones in great light.  Let us hear already the final 

trumpet blast in the inner ear of our mind and heart, and see ourselves already gathered in 

with the elect from the four winds in the great harvest of the earth, when the angels, the 

reapers, are sent out.  Let us live for him alone, and reject all that does not harmonize 

with his call and election.  Now, indeed, is the time to cleanse our hearts and minds and 

make ourselves ready.  

Then “we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

shall be changed” (1 Cor 15:52).  It is then that we shall receive our glorified bodies to  

live henceforth with Christ in the world of the resurrection.  The last trumpet will indicate 

this transformation.  Let us then hear the final trumpet of God in the joy of our heart and 

take the steps we need purify ourselves.  Let us abandon the world and live for God 

alone, and let our lives give witness in this world to the newness of God’s kingdom, to 

the new heavens and the new earth that he is creating for us.  If we hear the trumpet of 

God in our heart, it calls us to receive Christ, already coming within us in his glory, in 

inner light.  Then on the last day, the final trumpet of God will sound and call us to be 

transformed.  But that transformation has already begun, and grows every day. 

So “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning,” Jesus tells us, “and be like men 

who are waiting for their master to come home from the marriage feast, so that they may 

open to him at once when he comes and knocks” (Lk 12:35-36).  So should our life now 

be, lived in the light of the Lord’s coming. 

 


