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“Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 
still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran, and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid him’” (John 20:1-2). 
 
 
Today is the Memorial of St. Mary Magdalene, who was one of Jesus’ female followers, 
“from whom seven demons had gone out” (Luke 8:2). She was a sinner, now converted 
and saved by Jesus. We see that she has great love for Jesus. Out of devotion to him, 
she came to his tomb on the Sunday morning after his death, and was the first to 
discover that the stone was rolled back from the entrance to his tomb, and that his tomb 
was empty. She was the first to announce this to the apostles. She then came back 
again to his tomb and stood by it, weeping. 
 
 
Jesus had transformed her life, and now he was gone. Even his dead body was missing 
from his tomb. She did not yet know about the resurrection. It was then that the risen 
Jesus appeared to her, though she did not recognize him, until he called her by name. 
He then told her to announce to his brothers that he had risen from the dead and was 
ascending to his Father. 
 
 
Mary Magdalene’s whole life had been changed by Jesus. He converted her from sin 
and forgave her, casting out of her seven demons. Then, at his death, she lost him. So 
she weeps. But now, beyond all expectation, she finds him again, risen from the dead 
and about to ascend to his Father. He is not dead after all! Her new life in him really is 
real and will continue. He has risen and is with us still.  
 
 
This is what Jesus does to us when we come to him with faith. He changes our life, 
transforms us actually, cancels our debt for our sins before God, pays our price for us, 
what we owed God for our sins, makes full, just, and complete reparation for all our sins 



 2 

of our whole life by his suffering and death for them on the cross, making satisfaction for 
them before the Father in our place. 
 
 
All this happens to us when we come to genuine, saving faith in Jesus Christ, 
confessing and renouncing all our sins. It is then that we experience his mercy that truly 
renews our life, making us a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17), and giving us the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 
 
 
There is no greater gift than the forgiveness of sins; just as there is no greater suffering 
than the suffering of guilt for having sinned, even in very small and seemingly slight 
things. Sin separates us from God. It offends God. It alienates us from the ground of our 
being, from the one who created us and for whom we were created to live. Guilt is the 
terrible pain we feel in our heart when we lose our focus in this way and lose our proper 
life orientation. We are then no longer operating according to the way God has designed 
us to operate, and so we malfunction and are miserable. 
 
 
We hear God’s moral law (the Ten Commandments), and when we look back at the sins 
of our whole life from our childhood to the present, we realize that we have broken it. 
God’s justice stands against us. We have nothing to plead in our defense. Our good 
deeds will not get us off, and any penances we may have done are woefully inadequate 
to pay for our offenses. This is the bad news of the law. We stand guilty. Hell’s gaping 
mouth stands open before us, waiting for us to fall into it at death, where justice will be 
done. What hope do we sinners have before the judgment seat of an all-just God? 
Nothing we can do will help us. 
 
 
But this is where God himself stepped in and sent us a Savior who “will save his people 
from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). He is our advocate before the Father (1 John 2:1) who 
makes propitiation for our sins by sacrificing himself for them as our sin offering, our 
Lamb of sacrifice, who vicariously suffers our penalty for us to atone for our sins before 
God. He is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). He 
satisfies the just demands of God’s moral law for us by his blood shed on the cross for 
our sins to make just reparation for them. “If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2 NKJV). 
 
 
Christ’s blood covers and hides our sins from the Father. It washes them away, 
because it makes full reparation for them. Once we repent of our sins, stop committing 
them, and call upon his blood, our sins are no more. They no longer exist, as far as God 
is concerned, which is all that really matters. “But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). “In him we 
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have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace which he lavished upon us” (Ephesians 1:7-8). 
 
 
Because of the blood of Christ, our case is dismissed. While our case was still going on, 
we could not plead innocent. But we also could not plead guilty, for Christ’s blood has 
covered over and washed away all our sins together with our guilt. We can only plead 
the blood of Christ that redeems us and washes us clean of all sin. 
 
 
This is what Mary Magdalene stands for, a sinner out of whom Jesus had cast seven 
demons, someone washed clean by his blood. Now she experiences the resurrection 
and all of this is confirmed in her. She was already forgiven because of his blood in an 
anticipatory way, but now it has finally been shed on the cross. Her payment has been 
made, the payment for her sins, the penalty they deserved. Her debt before God for 
them has finally been paid in full on the cross.  
 
 
God has accepted Jesus’ vicarious payment for her and for our sins by raising him from 
the dead. The great payment for the sins of the world has finally been made, and is now 
over and done, and Christ rises in glory to ascend to his Father, a sign that the payment 
is complete and has been accepted by the Father. We who are on earth now have his 
sacrifice to fall back on to release us from our sins so that we can “walk in newness of 
life” (Romans 6:4), “in the new life of the Spirit” (Romans 7:6), ransomed, redeemed, 
forgiven, and justified. God, because of the death of Christ, through our faith in him, 
declares us righteous, just, and holy. This is God’s mercy that he gives us when we truly 
repent. 
 
 
How different this is from that false mercy, preached by some today, that deceives 
people by telling them that they are forgiven while still living in an unrepentant state of 
constant mortal sin, such as adultery. The true gospel of mercy is based on the 
atonement, faith, and genuine repentance and abandoning of our sins. 
 
 
How mistaken are those who offer a cheap mercy without true repentance! Mary 
Magdalene is a prime model of what the true mercy of Jesus Christ really is. It is based 
on the atonement he made by his death on the cross, and it is received by those who 
truly repent, like she did, of their sins and call upon him with faith.  

 


