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“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field” (Matt. 13:44). 
 
 
I often think that the message of this parable is something that many Christians 
have forgotten about.  They live as though Jesus had never taught this.  They 
live in the world, enjoying the pleasures of life, trying to maximize them in the 
ways their culture provides and promotes, imitating what everybody else is doing.  
They believe that God gave us life for our pleasure and all the things of the world 
to enjoy.  They therefore regularly participate in every type of recreation, 
banquet, party, outing, diversion, sport, entertainment, and delight. 
 
 
But here Jesus teaches us something quite different, something quite opposed to 
our culture and to the desires of our body and mind.  He teaches us that the 
kingdom of God is like a treasure hidden in a field.  The kingdom of God is what 
we should seek and try to obtain.  It is God’s peace in our heart and a loving 
relationship with him.  It is what all want but few find, because they do not know 
how to obtain it.  In fact, the lifestyle of most people prevents them from obtaining 
it, because they are not living as they should.  They are not living as God wants 
them to live. 
 
 
Jesus teaches us today that if we want to obtain the kingdom of heaven and 
have a profound relationship with God, we must do as did the man who 
discovered the buried treasure.  He was so filled with joy after discovering the 
buried treasure, Jesus says, that in his joy he went home, gathered together all 
his belongings, and went off and sold them in order to have enough money to be 
able to go and buy the field that contained the treasure.  He sold all his 
possessions joyously, because he knew that by ridding himself of them he would 
obtain something much better and of far greater value.  
 
 
This is what we are to do, and we are to do it joyfully, knowing that by renouncing 
and sacrificing the things, pleasures, and delights of life and of this world, we will 
be much richer and happier than before.  We will obtain the kingdom of God, we 
will have a loving relationship with him, and we will grow much more in our love 
for God. 
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Therefore we are to stop seeking the delights and pleasures of life and stop 
following our culture in trying to maximize them by imitating what everyone else 
around us is doing.  As true Christians, we have to make a break with our culture 
and be crucified to the world and to its delights; and the world is to be crucified to 
us (Gal. 6:14).  We are to have one treasure only, the Lord, the Christ, not many 
treasures (Matt. 6:19-21), and we are to serve only one master, not two, not 
many (Matt. 6:24)—not the Lord plus the delights of life that divide our heart.  
These we are to renounce in order to obtain the kingdom of God, as the man in 
the parable renounced all that he had in order to buy the field containing the 
treasure.  We are to change our lifestyle and stop imitating the lifestyle of the 
world around us, for in believing in Christ we are no longer of the world, just as 
Christ is not of the world.  “I have given them thy word; and the world has hated 
them because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world” (John 
17:14).  We are not to love the world in the sense of seeking its pleasures and 
delights, for this type of love of the world drives the love of God out of our heart.  
The Bible says, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If any one loves 
the world, love for the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15). 
 
 
We have to cleanse our heart from love for the world in this sense if we want to 
love God as we ought and as he wants us to love him, that is, with all our heart 
(Mark 12:30), not with a heart divided by passing loves and the pleasures of life, 
but with a heart that is undivided in our love for him, that is reserved for him 
alone.  “Unfaithful creatures!” says the Bible, “Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4). 
 
 
Our life is to be something different.  It should be a life of the cross.  The cross of 
Christ saves us from our sins, for on the cross Jesus Christ bore our punishment 
for our sins, dying in punishment for them instead of us, as our substitute.  But 
the cross is also an example of how we also are to live.  To be a disciple of 
Jesus, we have to live according to the pattern of the cross.  “And he said to all, 
‘If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me” (Luke 9:23).   
 
 
This is the new way of living of a Christian.  He is to lose his life in this world for 
the love of Christ.  In doing so, he will save his life.  But if he does not want to do 
this, but wants to follow the culture of the world around him, he will lose his life 
with God.  “For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life 
for my sake, he will save it” (Luke 9:24). 
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A Christian should be different from others, different from his culture.  He should 
in this sense be countercultural, giving the witness of his life to others.  We have 
to sacrifice the pleasures of the world.  Such is the life of perfection to which 
Christ calls us.  “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Matt. 
19:21).  We are called to a life of renunciation.  “Every one who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my sake, will 
receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life” (Matt. 19:29).  This is the reason 
for celibacy.  It is to renounce the greatest human pleasure in order to find our 
happiness only in God with a heart that is completely undivided in our love for 
him (1 Cor. 7:32-34).  Therefore “many that are first will be last, and the last first” 
(Matt. 19:30).  That is, many who seem to be first in this world, partaking of all 
the pleasures of life, following their culture and imitating the world around them, 
will be last in the kingdom of God; while many who appear to have lost their life in 
this world, sacrificing it for the love of God, will be first in the kingdom of God. 
 
 
This is the narrow way of life, of the few, of true Christians, not the way of the 
many, which is the way of perdition (Matt. 7:13-14).  It is the way of St. Paul who 
said, “Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8).  We are 
called to renounce all things for Christ and live for him alone.  “So therefore, 
whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 
14:33). 
 


