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“And the Jews took up stones again to stone him” (John 10:31). 
 
 
We are now approaching Holy Week, and we see Jesus surrounded by the Jews 
who are ever more hostile to him.  Today they try to stone him for calling himself 
the Son of God (John 10:36) and for saying, “I and the Father are one” (John 
10:30). 
 
 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the one upon whom the Father put all the sins of 
the world so that he might expiate them with his blood to free us from them.  He 
is our satisfaction and reparation before God for our sins.  Christ himself was 
without sin (John 8:46), yet even so he bore all the sins of the world, for God 
made him our representative and gave him the right to make satisfaction for our 
sins in his flesh so that we might be made righteous before God:  “For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 
 
This is God’s salvation in Jesus Christ, accomplished in his death on the cross.  
“He appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin” (1 John 3:5).  As our 
representative he bore our sins and served our sentence for us, thus making 
reparation and satisfaction for our sins.  Thus did God free us from our sins, from 
the punishment for them, and from the pain of guilt in our heart for having sinned.  
In this way God gives us relief and cleanses our conscience, when we invoke his 
death with faith.  “Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18).  “He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  
By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Pet. 2:24). 
 
 
Through the death of Christ, because he bore our sins, we are justified and 
sanctified.  Through his death he became our justification, sanctification, and 
redemption.  Truly Christ is the one “whom God made our wisdom, our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).  This justification 
comes to us through his death, when we believe in him. 
 
 



It is this righteousness that we are to seek, as did St. Paul, rather than our own 
righteousness according to the works of the law.  I should say with St. Paul:  I 
want to “be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends 
on faith” (Phil. 3:9).  The death of Christ, through his satisfaction for our sins, is 
the source of our righteousness.  So we are made righteous through faith by 
means of the reparation which Christ made in his death on the cross, rather than 
through our own works according to the law, “for Christ is the end of the law, that 
every one who has faith may be justified” (Rom. 10:4).  This reparation is 
activated for us personally when we believe in Christ and invoke the merits of his 
death for us on the cross.  From his death comes our justification and 
sanctification:  “You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 6:11). 
  


